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I. A long and proud heritage 
 

a. A genuine reason for thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
b. A heritage of understanding our source of blessing 

President George Washington October 3, 1789 Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to 
acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and 
humbly to implore his protection and favor, and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their 
joint Committee requested me "to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public 
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal 
favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a 
form of government for their safety and happiness. … And also that we may then unite in most 
humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and 
beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions, to enable us all, whether in public 
or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually, to render 
our national government a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a Government of wise, 
just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed, to protect and guide 
all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shown kindness unto us) and to bless them 
with good government, peace, and concord. To promote the knowledge and practice of true 
religion and virtue, and the increase of science among them and us, and generally to grant unto 
all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best. 
 

 
 
 



II. Government and religious-social movements 
 

a. Success and failure 
 
 
 
 
 
b. The mistake often made 

Romans 13:1-7 1Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God. 2Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against 
what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers 
hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from 
fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4For he is God’s 
servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for 
nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment 
but also because of conscience.  6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s 
servants, who give their full time to governing. 7Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe 
taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
 
 
 
 

III. Unleashing the power of the Kingdom in transforming culture  
 

a. The choice before us now 
 
 
 
 
 
b. The power of change 

Romans 12:14-21 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.  17Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my 
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says 
the Lord. 20On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  21Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.    


