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ERWIN W. LUTZER God strikes at the core of our motivations. He is not interested in merely
applying a new coat of paint, imposing a new set of rules. He wants to rebuild our minds and
give us new values.

. Healing from what?

a. The myth humanity lives by
Jeremiah 17:9-10 NLT °“The human heart is most deceitful and desperately wicked. Who really
knows how bad it is? "°But | know! I, the LORD, search all hearts and examine secret motives. |
give all people their due rewards, according to what their actions deserve.”

John 2:23-25 NLT #Because of the miraculous signs he did in Jerusalem at the Passover
celebration, many people were convinced that he was indeed the Messiah. #*But Jesus didn’t
trust them, because he knew what people were really like. ’No one needed to tell him about
human nature.

b. The price we pay for living a lie
Romans 1:28-32 TM Since they didn’t bother to acknowledge God, God quit bothering them and
let them run loose. And then all hell broke loose: rampant evil, grabbing and grasping, vicious
backstabbing. They made life hell on earth with their envy, wanton killing, bickering, and
cheating. Look at them: mean-spirited, venomous, fork-tongued God-bashers. Bullies,
swaggerers, insufferable windbags! They keep inventing new ways of wrecking lives. They ditch
their parents when they get in the way. Stupid, slimy, cruel, coldblooded. And it’s not as if they
don’t know better. They know perfectly well they’re spitting in God’s face. And they don’t care—
worse, they hand out prizes to those who do the worst things best!

. Healing how?

a. Perspective
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 TM If our Message is obscure to anyone, it's not because we're holding
back in any way. No, it's because these other people are looking or going the wrong way and
refuse to give it serious attention. All they have eyes for is the fashionable god of darkness.
They think he can give them what they want, and that they won't have to bother believing a
Truth they can't see. They're stone-blind to the dayspring brightness of the Message that shines
with Christ, who gives us the best picture of God we’ll ever get.

John Powell God comes to us, not only to give us peace, but also to disturb us. Inner
restlessness and disquiet can well be God sowing the first seeds of faith in the human heart.
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Hebrews 4:12-13 NLT "For the word of God is full of living power. It is sharper than the
sharpest knife, cutting deep into our innermost thoughts and desires. It exposes us for what we
really are. "®Nothing in all creation can hide from him. Everything is naked and exposed before
his eyes. This is the God to whom we must explain all that we have done.

b. Proclamation
2 Timothy 4:1-5 NLT "And so | solemnly urge you before God and before Christ Jesus—who will
someday judge the living and the dead when he appears to set up his Kingdom: ?Preach the
word of God. Be persistent, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and
encourage your people with good teaching. °For a time is coming when people will no longer
listen to right teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell
them whatever they want to hear. “They will reject the truth and follow strange myths. °But you
should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at
bringing others to Christ. Complete the ministry God has given you.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 NLT °Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the
Kingdom of God? Don't fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols,
or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, '° or are thieves, or
greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will have a share
in the Kingdom of God.

c. Purging
1 Corinthians 6:11 NLT "' There was a time when some of you were just like that, but now your
sins have been washed away, and you have been set apart for God. You have been made right
with God because of what the Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit of our God have done for you.

VP Bible Background Commentary Unlike most ancient moralists, Paul reasons from what the
Corinthians are (by God'’s action) to how they should live, rather than the reverse.

d. Power
Romans 6:6-8,14 NLT °Our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its
power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. "For when we died with Christ we were set
free from the power of sin. ®And since we died with Christ, we know we will also share his new
life. ... "Sin is no longer your master, for you are no longer subject to the law, which enslaves
you to sin. Instead, you are free by God'’s grace.

OsWALD CHAMBERS Beware of worshiping Jesus as the Son of God and professing your faith in
him as the Savior of the world, while you blaspheme him by the complete evidence in your daily
life that he is powerless to do anything in and through you.




